Our Personal Stories and Examples of Victory:
Testimonies That Can Make a Difference

Each one of us has a story. Each one of us has a testimony. Stories are powerful. We all enjoy listening to stories. Sad stories. Funny stories. Dramatic stories. Heroic stories. Victory stories. As children of God, we have powerful stories to tell. Sharing how we came to Jesus and the difference He’s made in our lives can help others discover how they, too, can know God personally. Sharing what God has done in our lives can also help others discover that our God is a living God. 
We would like to encourage you, the Spiritual Leaders, to share your testimony and your stories during fellowship time.  We also encourage the Spiritual Leaders to ask other players from your teams to share during the summer.  Please keep in mind your audience and who is in your group (non-Christians, new believers, younger players, etc...).  Please use the following format as you prepare for the fellowship:

1.
Open in prayer. Start the fellowship with an opening activity. It could be a game, an ice breaker activity, or a fun sharing question to help players meet and greet each other.

2.
Ask an opening question: one that is related to your story or with the bible verse. For example, if you are going to share about how you gave your life to Christ during a camping trip, maybe your opening question can be: “Share a favorite moment during a camping trip.”  If it was how God helped you achieve some kind of personal victory: “what was your greatest challenge in life and how did your handle it?”  
3.
Share your story/testimony

4.
Follow-up your testimony with a question or an application point to encourage others how they also might know victory through Jesus and God.  Please keep in mind your audience. 

5.
Close in prayer.
*** Additional suggested Bible verses and resources are at the end of this guide

#1 - Our Examples of Victory (Guided Testimonies):

Victory Over Death  

Bible Verse: 1 Corinthians 15:54-57:

54But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, "DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP in victory. 55"O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY? O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING?" 56The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; 57but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Sharing Questions: 
1.
What is your feeling about death?

2.
Are you afraid of dying? Why or why not?

3.
Would you die for someone?  Why or why not?
4.
Would you give your organ or bone marrow to someone? Why or why not?

Lesson:
INSERT YOUR OWN TESTIMONY OR STORY HERE.

· What does it mean when Jesus died for you?

· Share about God’s greatest victory in your life.

Follow-Up Questions:
1.
What is your reaction to the testimony or story you have just heard?

2.
Are you led to approach life differently now after hearing that God has won victory in life for you?  Why or why not?
Prayer:
Close in prayer.  Consider this: “Thank you God for giving us the ultimate victory, a victory that we don’t deserve. But because you love us so much, you took our sins to the cross. Please help us to know you better and have victory over our sins and death.

#2 - Our Examples of Victory (Guided Testimonies):

Victory Over the World

Bible Verse: 1 John 5:3-5:
3For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome.  4For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world--our faith. 5Who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

Warm Up Activity:
Get the group to split up in partners and have a game like arm wrestling, thumb-war, rock, paper, scissors, etc.
Sharing Questions:
What’s your favorite battle board game?

Lesson:
INSERT YOUR OWN TESTIMONY OR STORY HERE.

· What did you battle with before you came to Christ?

· What does it mean when God won the battle for you? Cite examples.

Follow-up Question:
Is there something that is hindering you to keep his commandments?
Prayer

Close in prayer.  

#3 - Jesus is Tempted in the Wilderness

Opening Activity
Divide into groups of 3 with at least person from the other team. Have each person think of two truths and one lie. Share this with the group and take turns guessing which is the lie. To debrief this activity, ask the group which was harder, telling the truth or telling a lie.

Bible Verse: Matthew 4:1-11 (NIV)
"Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.” Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written: “He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.” Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.” Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.” Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.” Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.

Discovering God’s Word
Every day we are placed in situations where we are tempted. A student is tempted to cheat if he or she did not study for a test. A person taking public transportation is tempted to sneak on from the back if he or she does not have the fare. An athlete is tempted to bend the rules if it helps the team to win an important game. We might be tempted to over indulge even though we know too much of most things is not good for us. Satan is waiting in the wings trying to tempt us so he can pull us away from God. Have you ever been tempted to do something you knew was wrong but you went ahead and did it anyway? We cannot escape temptations because it is part of our lives. However, we need to learn from the examples above of how Jesus conquered these temptations and was victorious. Jesus used God's Word to defeat the devil. He relied on the Spirit of God to persevere against the evil one. We need to rely on the Scriptures to do the same for us. Here is a passage that is a good reminder for us.

I Corinthians 10:13 (The Message)

"No test or temptation that comes your way is beyond the course of what others have had to face. All you need to remember is that God will never let you down; he'll never let you be pushed past your limit; he'll always be there to help you come through it." Next time you are tempted to do something that you know is not right, pray to God to give you the strength to overcome it. Then use your friends and family to hold you accountable not to fall prey to the allure of these temptations.

Prayer - The Lord's Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13)

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive our trespasses as forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.


#4 - Jesus Rises From The Dead

Warm Up Activity:
As a large group or in small groups, fill-in each phrase with one of the following words that fits best:
1. Game
2. Finish
3. Dead
4. Road
5. Out 

6. Feet

A. “The end of the _____ ”
D. “Fight to the ______ ”
B. “ __________ end”

E. “Six _______ under”
C. “ _________ over”

F. “Down and _______ “
Discussion Question: 
Describe a situation either in sports, a movie, or in life where virtually all hope was lost but then either a miracle or unexpected victory occurred.

Bible Verse: Matthew 28:1-7
1Now after the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to look at the grave. 2 And behold, a severe earthquake had occurred, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it. 3 And his appearance was like lightning, and his clothing as white as snow. 4 The guards shook for fear of him and became like dead men. 5 The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; for I know that you are looking for Jesus who has been crucified. 6 He is not here, for He has risen, just as He said. Come, see the place where He was lying. 7 Go quickly and tell His disciples that He has risen from the dead; and behold, He is going ahead of you into Galilee, there you will see Him; behold, I have told you.” 
Discovering the Word
In 2006, the Golden State Warriors finished the regular season in dramatic fashion by going 16-5 in the final 21 games and earning the 8th seed in the Western Conference Playoffs. There they faced the heavily favored and top-seeded Dallas Mavericks in the first round and pulled off a stunning upset winning the series in six games. “We believe” mania was in effect in the Bay Area.

As amazing as that example was, that pales in comparison to the miracle that took place around 2,000 years ago when Jesus overcame death on the cross and emerged victorious as He rose from the dead. Those of us who are Christians believe that the resurrection of Jesus Christ illustrates that the One who created us, died for us, and in doing so conquered death and gave us eternal life. By the world’s standard, the crucifixion of Jesus Christ was supposed to mark the end of His life. Nailed to the cross as an innocent man after being arrested and tortured, It looked as if Jesus had no way out, but what no one else understood was that in order to save us, He had to experience death as the ultimate sacrifice in order to save us from eternal death and deliver ultimate victory through His death and resurrection for everyone who chooses to believe and follow Him.

Reflection and Prayer
Have the group reflect on above and then close in prayer.


#5 - Israel Captures Jericho – Joshua 6:1-16

Background (Read Joshua 6:1-16)
Joshua was chosen by God to lead the Israelites after Moses died. This is the Israelites’ second visit to this area. First time they lacked faith in God to attack the occupants to enter the Promised Land. The enemy was too big, fierce, evil, and they were afraid. God punished them for their lack of faith and disobedience and they had to wander the wilderness for 40 years before leading them again into the promise land. During these 40 years, God instructed Moses-and he his people.

Scene
This time, they were not afraid and followed Joshua into battle. Even the Jordan River did not deter them, Joshua brought the Ark of God’s covenant and placed it in the river the water receded as they did for Moses in crossing the Red Sea to escape the Egyptian army. They crossed the river and marched 6 days around the mighty fortress surrounding the city of Jericho and all the people inside the city walls were filled with fear. On the 7th day they marched and blew their trumpets, banged the drums, and shouted until the walls of Jericho came tumbling down.

Discussion Questions
[More than one answer is possible, discuss each answer that applies and some choices are provided to get the discussion going if you need it] 

1.
Why did the Israelites fail the first time?
2.
Do you think they were ready the first time? Why or why not? From their perspective? From Moses’ perspective? Which of the following reasons apply?

(a) A wise general knows when to retreat 


(b) They were no match for the occupants


(c) They were afraid


(d) They lacked faith in God and in Moses


(e) They decided the battle was not worth the sacrifice

3.
Instead of killing the Israelites for disobedience and lack of faith even in face of all the miracles and power God demonstrated in the 10 plagues released in Egypt forcing the Pharaoh to release them, parting of the Red Sea, the pillar of cloud leading them by day and the pillar of fire by night, providing them food and water, what did God do during the next 40 years they were wandering the wilderness?
(a)
God made them roam aimlessly as punishment,
(b)
God made them suffer for their lack of faith,
(c)
God killed-off the generation that were disobedient,
(d)
God continued to provide for them,
(e)
God continued to lead them,
(f)
God continued having compassion on his people when they stray,
(g)
God built up the people to face their fears and have faith in their God
(h)
God saved His people from themselves.

4.
What was the victory here?
(a)
The Israelites won the battle without firing a shot
(b)
The Israelites’ faith was restored
(c)
The Israelites must have been great geologists and scientists to know about the foundation of the fortress and the power of resonance and sound/vibration energy
(d)
God fulfilling his covenant to Moses to lead his people to the Promised Land
(e)
God is good even when we’re not

Reflection and Prayer


Reflecting on this passage and discussion, would you like this kind of relationship with God? Why or why not?  And what kind of relationship would you like with God before you would believe in Him?  Close in prayer.

#6 - Victory over worldly authority – Daniel 3:1-30 (NIV)

“They trusted in him and defied the king’s command and were willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own God.” (Daniel 3:28)
Sharing Question:

Give an example of when you defied authority (home, school, work, etc.). Why did you do it? What was the result? How did other people feel about your actions?

Discovering the Word
Whose authority do you submit and pledge your allegiance to? 
Daniel chapter 3 takes us to a time where three faithful men refused to submit to King Nebuchadnezzar's order to bow to an idol/statue created by the King. Nebuchadnezzar was a very powerful king, conquered many nations, and was the most powerful man in Babylon. Any disobedience to the king could result in punishment by death, yet these men still defied his orders and refused to worship the idol, even though the King gave them a second chance to submit to his order. What would cause these men to defy the King's order? The three men (Jews) were, above all else, faithful servants of God. God had specifically instructed the Jews not to make idols or bow/worship them (Exodus 20:4-5). The men knew that while King Nebuchadnezzar might be the most powerful man in Babylon, God is the one who has ultimate authority over everything, Babylon included. When pressed by the king, the men answered:

 “If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand. But even if he does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up” (Daniel 3:17).
What a bold and perfect response! In the end, God miraculously delivers the men from the burning furnace, Nebuchadnezzar praises God as the Most High, and God is ultimately glorified. 

Applying the Word

In today's society, many forces are at work to hinder, challenge, and oppose what Christ stands for. While not every battle will be as dramatic as the above event, we face choices in our everyday lives that demonstrate to others of whose authority we submit to, whether we realize it or not. Whether it is the father who chooses to spend time with his family instead of working overtime, or the student who chooses to do morning devotional instead of sleeping in, it is through these everyday choices and actions that we become reflections of Christ. There is simply no better evidence that will show others that a relationship with Christ is far greater than anything else this world has to offer.
If you are a Christian, what evidence in your life, outside of organized church activities, demonstrates to others that you are a Christian submitted to the authority of Christ?

If you have a different faith or belief, where does your authority in life come from?

Response in Prayer
Pray that God will make us more aware of opportunities and provide courage to demonstrate to others in our everyday choices and actions that we are submitted to the authority of Christ
Ask God to show us what that authority is through Christ.


*** Additional Resources *** 
Writing and Sharing Your Testimony

(
http://www.ctkraleigh.org/mediafiles/how-to-write-your-testimony.pdf

(
http://www.layevangelism.com/bastxbk/sections/sect-5/sec5-6.htm#Top%20of%20Page
Resources About Victory

(
http://www.how-to-experience-the-bible.com/biblical-thoughts-about-victory.html

Additional Verses for Fellowship and Testimony Planning

Below are other Bible verses that speak about the topic of “Victory.” Please feel free to use the verses as they speak to you as you plan for the fellowships.

John 16:33 ESV 

I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.”

Proverbs 24:16 ESV 

For the righteous falls seven times and rises again, but the wicked stumble in times of calamity.

John 3:16 ESV 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.

Romans 12:2 ESV 

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.

1 Corinthians 10:13 ESV 

No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.

Matthew 16:26 ESV 

For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his soul?

1 John 4:16-21 ESV 

So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. ...

Proverbs 3:1-4 ESV 

My son, do not forget my teaching, but let your heart keep my commandments, for length of days and years of life and peace they will add to you. Let not steadfast love and faithfulness forsake you; bind them around your neck; write them on the tablet of your heart. So you will find favor and good success in the sight of God and man.

Matthew 6:25-33 ESV 

Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.
1 Kings 2:3 ESV 

And keep the charge of the Lord your God, walking in his ways and keeping his statutes, his commandments, his rules, and his testimonies, as it is written in the Law of Moses, that you may prosper in all that you do and wherever you turn,

2 Corinthians 5:17 ESV 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.

Psalm 1:1-6 ESV 

Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night. He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers. The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away. Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous.
Galatians 5:1 ESV 

For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.

John 15:15 ESV 

No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you.

John 1:12 ESV

But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God,

John 1:4 ESV 

In him was life, and the life was the light of men.

Matthew 25:46 ESV 

And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.
John 14:6 ESV 

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.

John 17:21 ESV 

That they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me.

John 15:10 ESV 

If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love.

John 1:14 ESV 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

John 15:1-7 ESV 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the branches.  Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. ...

Ephesians 2:8-9 ESV 

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.

